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Reasons sought for decline in application of English language 
Students' ability to write, read, and they don't get into it. "What can you do whole lot of bad things." He said that 

use our language accurately has been if you can't talk or write?" she asked. JFK· was popular with a lot of young 
shown in recent reports to be declining. Home to blame? 

people and his death created a sense of 
What are the causes, effects, and solutions Another graduate of Riggs thinks the despair in many young people . 
. of this decline? problem stems mostly from the home and Other causes reported were the afflu-

Teachers, counselors, parents, stu- that school is of less importance than it ent society, where students don't have to 
dents, and ex-high school students were used to be. work as hard or think as much, working 
asked their opinions and suggestions for Four Riggs teachers were also asked parents, and lack of motivation. 
improvement of the present trend. their opinions on the problem, including Insecurity

Teachers' job two writing teachers. One replied that no The parents interviewed saw restle-ss-
Of the six high school students inter- one demands good writing - everyone ness because of insecurity as a major 

viewed, three thought that the blame disregards the rules and writes at their effect of the decline in learning. One 
rests mostly on the teachers. own free will. thought that our teachers' colleges should 

One high school student claimed that Referring to today's students, one be improved. He also said of the future 

the cause is a combination of teachers' teacher exclaimed, "We used to have to outlook, "I'm optimistic - I think it (the 
and students' attitudes. Two others sim- read six books every month. They (stu- decline) is coming to an end. Americans 
ply said that students do not care. dents) don't even read the papers any- do their best when they're challenged." 

The effects of the trend predicted by more!" End to writing With an energy challenge at hand, he feels 
high school students include future mass One writing teacher sees a substitute that a resurgence of library usage and
unemployment, lack of patriotism and for writing in the future. "Anything we staying at home will take place. 
pride and drunkeness. Two students said fail at, we· find a substitute for," she said. Walter Flannery, Riggs guidance 
there were no effects. Another teacher says that the effects counselor, said, referring to the causes of 

"Teachers should do an extra hard have already been clearly visualized in the trend, "There are as many opinions as 
job to get students interested in their modern movies and literature. there are people writing about it. Nobody 
classes," emphasized a junior boy. Other The teachers' suggested solutions un- has pinned it down and said 'that's it'. 
solutions suggested were: individual animously included smaller classes, discip- He said that schools will have to 
attention for pupils in school, and a line, parents spending more time with make the choice whether to let students 
stronger emphasis on the value of educa- their children, and more grammar and select all their own classes, or, in areas 
tion, while one student thought nothing phonics. Caused despair such as English, spell out the require
should be done. One of the parents interviewed in- ments for them. "Time will tell us in the 

Merilee Miller, a 1975 graduate of dicated that the assassination of John F. long run which method is best." 
Riggs and a student at USO, said that Kennedy "was a starting point for a Kathy Bickett 
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It is time for all students to get 
involved in their school government. This

will help them become more aware of 
how our national political parties are run 
and improve our school system. 

The proposal I want to make for 
student election procedures is stated very 
generally here. The Student Council has 
the responsibility for making the official 
changes in the election procedures. 

The outline of this proposal is 
simple. Two weeks before the general 
election is held,each homeroom would be 

divided alphabetically into two parties, 
Nationalist or Federalist. Each homeroom 
would be assigned a state name. At the 

time of this homeroom each party would 
choose a state chairman. 

Meanwhile, petitions for mayor and 
vice-mayor would be circulated by any 
two seniors (or juniors in 1he spring 
election). These would require a five 
percent student signature. As in the 
present constitution, these petitions must 
be in at a specified time. The -petitions 
would, ht: a method of speeding up the 
conventions. 

O n  the Monday following the 

petition de adl ine, the Nat ional 
Conventions would be held by each 
party. At the convention th.e state's 
choice of candidates frnm those who had 
submitted petitions would be decided, 
the party platform would be formulated 
and the campaign committees choosen. 

Any team with a qualifying petition 
and a large . number of followers could 
form a third party at this time. 

From Tuesday to Friday of the same 

week, campaigning, spe eches, rallies, etc., 
would take place. Finally the general 
election would be held. 

I feef this method will get more 

students involved and will also get 

candidates who are representative of the 

student body. We need some concerned 
students on the Student Council who wi!l 
work for election reforms before the May
Campaign. 

Carol Baker 

Cover Photo 
Mike Bryan de-monstr ates 

"gorilla" tactics to be used in his 
efforts at capturing a State A Wrest
ling Title.(photo by Laura Pottratz) 






